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Figure 2. The pith side of lumber is prone to shelling, a severe
type of raised grain.

content is less changeable than
that of the surface.

These factors, although important,
can be overridden by a third
factorÑthe quality of the pith side
compared to that of the bark side.
If the pith side is clearly better,
place this side up.

Which side to place up is not an
issue when applying resawn bevel
siding. When a single board is
resawn into two pieces, each has
a rough side and a smooth side;

one half of the rough side will be
pith and the other, bark. This is
why paint often peels on only half
the siding on a building.
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